Noninterferon-based adjuvant therapy for high-risk melanoma.
High-dose interferon is the only treatment approved by the FDA for adjuvant therapy of melanoma. However, its efficacy in this setting is questionable and its administration is associated with considerable toxicity. Many new agents are being tested clinically that hold the promise of greater efficacy and less toxicity but none of these have yet shown efficacy in controlled trials. These include biologics such as vaccines, cytokines, monoclonal antibodies, gene transfer, cellular therapies and angiogenesis inhibitors as well as chemotherapy combinations.